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BUSINESS, B6 


TAX CHANGES 
WILL AFFECT 
DELLS DEBT 
PAYMENTS 


AUSTIN SCHOOLS 


SPORTS, C1 


WHO ARE 
THE 12 BEST 
PLAYERS OF 
THE BIG 12? 


Cunningham Elementary Principal Amy Lloyd talks to stude 


nts last week. Austin’s district, which lost 21 


percent of its principals in 2016, is one of four school systems chosen nationally by the Bush Institute for its 
newly formed School Leadership District Cohort, a three-year program. JAY JANNER / AMERICAN-STATESMAN 


Bush Institute to help 
AISD keep principals 


By Melissa B. Taboada 
mtaboada@statesman.com 


At least 40 Austin schools have 
new principals since January 
2016 after their leaders left, sig- 
naling the need for better district 
training and stronger retention 
of campus leadership. 

The district, which serves more 
than 81,000 students on 130 cam- 
puses, recently has taken steps to 
improve the quality of its school 
leaders, including launching a 
principal training program in 
2016. The district will also get a 
boost from a partnership with 
the Dallas-based Bush Institute 
to better recruit, train and retain 
its school principals. 

The Austin district is one of four 
school systems chosen nationally 
by the Bush Institute to be part of 
its newly formed School Leader- 
ship District Cohort, a three-year 
program. The Fort Worth school 
district, with more than 86,000 
students, was also selected, as 
was Chesterfield County Public 


EXPERT REPORTING 
Melissa B. Taboada began 
covering government 

and education for the 
American-Statesman in 
1999 in Williamson County. 
Recent watchdog coverage 
includes the Austin school 
district’s $1.1 billion bond 
vote and its real estate 
sales. For the latest Central 
Texas education news 

and information, visit 
statesman.com/news/ 
education and like us on 
Facebook at facebook.com/ 
statesmaneducation. 


Schools in Virginia (about 60,000 
students) and the Granite School 
District in Utah (about 67,000 
students). 

“There’s a real serious need 
for change in how we develop 
our leaders in the district,” said 
Ken Zarifis, president of Educa- 


tion Austin, the district’s larg- 
est labor group. Zarifis said he 
sees too many principals who 
take a top-down approach. “I’m 
excited to have something that 
has a strong reputation to get 
our district to look at leadership. 

“Leadership is one of the fun- 
damental building blocks of a 
successful campus. If you don’t 
have good leadership that can 
communicate, talk with people 
and build trust, it will never be 
successful. And we see it over 
and over on campuses that don’t 
work right, and the outcomes 
are less for kids than we want 
them to be.” 

In 2016, the district lost 21 
percent, or two dozen, of its 
principals, according to school 
board documents. This calen- 
dar year, 17 left their posts. In at 
least two schools, a new princi- 
pal was appointed in 2016 and 
then replaced in 2017. 

The school district launched 


Principals continued on A5 


NEW DETAILS U.S. REP. FARENTHOLD 


House ethics panel expands Farenthold 
inquiry to alleged campaign improprieties 


By Maria Recio 
American-Statesman special 
correspondent 


WASHINGTON — The House Eth- 
ics Committee late Thursday 
announced an expanded inves- 
tigation into the conduct of U.S. 
Rep. Blake Farenthold, R-Cor- 
pus Christi, going beyond sex- 
ual harassment to look at possi- 
ble improper use of House staff 
for his congressional campaigns. 

The committee will look into 
whether Farenthold required 
congressional staffers to work 
on his campaigns, and whether 
the disgraced congressman, who 
said a week ago he will not run 


Farenthold 
was already 
under fire over 
harassment 
allegations. 


for re-election, lied to the panel. 

The bombshell announcement 
from the ethics committee came 
in a letter from Chairman Susan 
Brooks, R-Ind., and ranking mem- 
ber, Rep. Ted Deutch, D-Fla., say- 
ing the committee had unan- 
imously voted to expand the 
jurisdiction of the inquiry into 
Farenthold’s activities. The com- 
mittee announced earlier this 


month that it was forming an 
investigative subcommittee to 
look into the sexual harassment 
allegations against him. 

The letter said the investigative 
subcommittee would be look- 
ing into allegations that “Rep. 
Farenthold’s congressional staff 
may have used House resources, 
including staff time, to benefit his 
congressional campaigns; that 
Rep. Farenthold, or any person 
acting on his behalf, may have 
required members of his con- 
gressional staff to work on his 
congressional campaigns; and 
that Rep. Farenthold may have 


Farenthold continued on A9 
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Our reviews of the big 
holiday weekend films 
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METRO & STATE, B1 


PAXTON: GUNS 
OK IN CHURCH 
UNLESS SIGNS 
BAN THEM 


U.S. spared 
shutdown as 
Congress acts 


Stopgap spending bill 
passes; Harvey aid, 
other big issues put off. 


By Andrew Taylor 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The Republi- 
can-led Congress narrowly passed 
atemporary spending bill to avert 
a government shutdown Thurs- 
day, doing the bare minimum 
in a sprint toward the holidays 
and punting disputes on immi- 
gration, health care and the bud- 
get to next year. 

The measure passed the House 
ona 231-188 vote over Democratic 
opposition and then cleared the 
Senate, 66-32, with Democrats 
from Republican-leaning states 
providing just enough votes. Pres- 
ident Donald Trump is expected 
to sign the measure. 

The stopgap legislation would 
keep the government from clos- 
ing down at midnight Friday. It 
has traversed a tortured path, 
encountering resistance from 
the GOP’s most ardent allies of 


ALSO INSIDE 
» The new tax structure: what 
you need to know, A5 


the military, as well as opposition 
from Democrats who demanded 
but were denied a vote on giving 
immigrants brought to the coun- 
try as children and in the coun- 
try illegally an opportunity to 
become citizens. 

The wrap-up measure allows 
Republicans controlling Wash- 
ington to savor their win on this 
week’s $1.5 trillion tax package — 
even as they kick a full lineup of 
leftover work into the new year. 
Congress will return in January 
facing enormous challenges on 
immigration, the federal budget, 
health care and national security 
along with legislation to increase 
the government’s authority to 
borrow money. 

Each of those items is sure to 
test the unity that Republicans 
are enjoying now. 

“Now it gets down to some 


Congress continued on A5 


NEW DETAILS TRUMP INAUGURATION PROTEST 


San Antonio man acquitted 


Texas freelance photographer Alexei Wood and a 
five other defendants were acquitted by ajury E: 
on all counts Thursday in a monthlong trial of ý 
protesters accused of rioting, conspiracy to riot 

and destroying property on Inauguration Day. A4 


HEALTH CARE 


Obamacare sees 
surge in enrollees 


More than 550,000 
Texans sign up between 
Dec. 10 and Dec. 15. 


By Bob Sechler 
bsechler@statesman.com 


Enrollment for health insurance 
under the Affordable Care Act 
soared in the final days before the 
federal sign-up deadline, bring- 
ing the total numbers to within 
a few percentage points of last 
year, when the enrollment win- 
dow was twice as long. 

In Texas, more than 550,000 
people enrolled between Dec. 
10 and Dec. 15, nearly doubling 
the total of enrollees over the 
previous six weeks combined, 
according to the federal Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid Ser- 
vices, which released the figures 
Thursday. 

A total of 1.13 million Texans 
signed up for insurance on the 


ALSO INSIDE 
» State negotiates extension of 
federal funding to hospitals, A4 


federal exchange during this year’s 
45-day period, coming in 8 per- 
cent below last year’s total of 
about 1.23 million, when open 
enrollment lasted three months. 
The numbers still could climb, 
because people affected by this 
year’s hurricanes have been given 
extra time to sign up. In addition, 
the numbers don’t include peo- 
ple who were in the process of 
enrolling before the deadline and 
had to leave call-back numbers 
because of high volume. 
Nationally, total enrollment this 
year topped 8.8 million people, 
4 percent below last year’s total 
of about 9.2 million during the 
longer enrollment window. More 
than 4.1 million people signed up 


Obamacare continued on A4 
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A BONDS SECTION FOR OUR SURStRIATES 


COMBATING SNORING, 
CREATING WIZARD TOOLS 


ONLY INTHE EPAPER 


Check out Tech Extra 
in today’s ePaper 


Statesman subscribers can 
find four additional pages 
of technology coverage at 
statesman.com/epaper. 


NATION & WORLD, A9 
U.N. votes to condemn 
U.S. Jerusalemaction 


By avote of 128-9, the world’s 
nations expressed disapproval of 
president’s decision to recognize 
the city as the capital of Israel. 


NATION & WORLD, A2 
Australian SUV driver 
rams crowd; 19 hurt 


Man, 32, who attacked shoppers 
in Melbourne is citizen of Afghan 
descent, has history of drug use; 
police see no terrorism link so far. 
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